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START: 
Will the puppies 

be KC registered? 

Yes No 

Ask 

why 

Yes 

No 

Parent/s not 

registered, so it’s 

not possible, or 

similar. 
Only one parent/ 

only partial 

health tests 

No health 

tests 

Are the results ok for both parents? (Hip scores 

below breed average, elbow scores low. Both 

parents JME clear, or one clear and one carrier). Ask 

to see proof, or check yourself on the KC website. * 

“I don’t have time.” 

“That’s only for show 

dogs.” “I don’t like the 

Kennel Club,” etc. 

Walk away. These 

are excuses. There 

may be a sinister 

reason why the 

litter can’t be 

registered (the bitch 

is too young, has 

had too many 

litters, etc). 

Proceed with 

caution! An 

unregistered litter 

can still be 

responsibly bred. 

Are BOTH parents 

health tested? (Hip & 

elbow scored and JME 

as a minimum) 

Walk away. The 

breeder is 

breeding for 

profit, not 

health. 

Walk away. A 

breeder who cuts 

corners with 

something this 

important will cut 

corners elsewhere.  

 

Walk away. You could be 

in for some large vet bills 

and a lot of heartache.  

Is the bitch over 2 years old but under 8 

years old? 

No  

Walk away. Responsible 

breeders do not breed 

from immature bitches or 

those past healthy 

breeding age.  

Yes Will the puppies have a good 

COI? The COI (Inbreeding 

Coefficient) should ideally be 

lower than, or at least close to, 

the breed average. The higher 

the score, the more closely-

related the parents. ** 

Proceed with caution! Line 

breeding, which produces 

higher COIs, should only be 

done by a knowledgeable, 

experienced breeder with in-

depth knowledge of their 

dogs’ pedigrees. 

Will the puppies be checked for 

dermoid sinus by at least two 

people before leaving the breeder? 
No Walk away. These are 

legal requirements.  

Proceed with caution! DS can be difficult 

to detect, so should be verified by at least 

one additional experienced person.  

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 
Will the puppy be chipped and at least 8 

weeks old when leaving the breeder? 

Yes 

Congratulations on your 

responsibly bred new 

puppy! We wish you many 

happy years together.  

* KC health test finder: 

https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/search/heal

th-test-results-finder/ 

 

** COI calculator: 

https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/search/inbr

eeding-co-efficient 
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